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Resolution unanimously adopted on 29 October 2011, during the VI
th

 Plenary Session, Palermo 

 

 

The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean, 

 

a) Noting that the issue of water is a major concern whose relevance has grown in the minds 

of both leaders and peoples living in countries of the Mediterranean; 

 

b) Considering that the challenge to offer access to quality water for all should guide public 

policies of each and every one of its members; 

 

c) Recalling that the Mediterranean region comprises 60% of the world’s population 

considered as water poor, with less than 1000m3 per person per year; 

 

d) Regretting deeply that despite efforts led by several member countries, situations of hydro-

stress are worsening in the Mediterranean region; 

 

e) Noting that the Mediterranean region is the region that attracts the most tourists in the 

world with more than 30% of all tourist visits per year; 

 

f) Underlining that according to studies conducting by the UNDP, close to 400 millions 

international tourists will visit the Mediterranean region each year by 2025 (for a resident 

population of less than 2000 millions) ; 

 

g) Noting that water consumption levels due to tourism is not accurately recorded by existing 

statistics and that it is therefore difficult to assess the impact of this activity on water 

resources; 

 

h) Recalling that tourism leads to very specific concerns in terms of water consumption: 

• a seasonal concentration, peaks coinciding with periods of low water (summer) ; 

• a spatial concentration on the coast, at sites characterized by low local water resources 

(islands), often in sensitive natural areas; 
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• a tourist activity that often relies on equipment that make excessive use of water 

resources such as golf courses, pools and aquatic centers; 

 

i) Emphasizing that the attractiveness of a tourist destination may also depend on its 

water resources; 

 

j) Aware that the deep political changes affecting the southern countries of the 

Mediterranean severely impact the economies of these countries, which are heavily 

dependent on tourism revenues; 

 

 

I. Requests that PAM member parliaments support national measures aiming at fostering 

education and at raising awareness of water issues, including its conservation; 

 

II. Strongly encourages each of its members to reflect on the necessary development of 

statistical resources in the field of water use by the tourism sector; 

 

III. Requests its members to support the promotion of legislation supporting water 

conservation in the field of tourism before their parliaments and competent committees; 

 

IV. Requests member parliaments to organise debates as well as public hearings/meetings/ 

conferences on the impact of tourism on freshwater and marine resources; 

 

V. Urges the governments of countries bordering the Mediterranean to make modernization of 

water supply networks a priority for the future; 

  

VI. Notes with satisfaction the development of targeted policies initiated by some States 

towards water savings in their tourism infrastructures; 

 

VII. Encourages regular contacts with the tourism business actors in order to increase “good 

practices” towards a decrease of the fresh water consumption levels by tourism infrastructure; 

 

VIII. Proposes to consider the establishment of a Mediterranean label for the quality of 

bathing water; 

 

IX. Proposes to consider the establishment of a common organisation for Mediterranean 

tourism that would strengthen cooperation between Mediterranean countries in this key 

economic sector for the region; 

 

X. Requests that PAM member parliaments act, without delay, to ensure that the right to 

access quality water is recognized as a fundamental human right, as already recognized by the 

General Assembly of the United Nations, in the national context. 


